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enforce his authority in the distant provinces of the
momently increasing empire ; and Mo'awiya, the
governor of Syria, and representative of a family
which had always been at feud with that of Moham-
mad and 'Aly, openly refused to submit to his rule,
and proclaimed himself Khalif in his room. Whilst
still waging an unequal contest with this rival, 'Aly
was assassinated in the mosque of Kfifa, not by
his enemy's orders, but by the hand of the agent of a
puritan sect, who deplored the divisions of Islam and
thought to heal them by the removal of 'Aly and his
opponents, Mo'awiya and 'Amr, at the same time.
Unfortunately they only succeeded in murdering 'Aly,
and Mo'awiya, who had made the Khalif's five years of
reign a burden to him, survived to persecute 'Aly's
sons and to establish his dynasty, which we call that
of the " Ommiade " or Uinawy Khalif s, firmly at
Damascus.

The followers of 'Aly proclaimed his elder son,
Hasan, Khalif; but this poor-spirited youth was con-
tent to sell his pretensions to the throne to his father's
enemy for a handsome pension, upon which he lived
at Medina in the midst of his well-stocked harim in
luxurious retirement. On his death, his brother Hoseyn
became the lawful Khalif in the eyes of the partisans
of the House of 'Aly, who ignored the general admis-
sion of the authority of the " Ommiades," and sought
to establish a principle of hereditary succession in the
line of the Prophet's daughter, Fatima, 'Aly's wife.
For a time Hoseyn remained quietly at Medina, lead-
ing a life of devotion, and declining to push his claims.